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certification laws in this state, when these two things
conflict, there is another rule that is generallyused and
has been used for a couple of hundred years to overcone
these conflicts, and that is a very sinple rule, too, and it
is this. When it comes to, for exanple, freedom of
religious rights and the state' s right to do one thing,
educate the children, make sure they are able tofunction,
if there is an alternate course, if thereis another way
that that responsiblity of the state can be fulfilled, a
reasonabl e way, a workable way, then that other workable or
reasonable way has to yield and be accepted by the state
when the conflict is with the religiousprinciple. So what
the solution we have offered is very sinple. Do we test the
cook and license the cook, so to speak, or do we test the
puddi ng, the product the cook produces, and can our purpose,
the education of the children, can that be acconplished by
checking the pudding or the student7 Ot herstates have
found it can. The Spire Comm ssion which thoroughly
examned this issue said, yes, we really are unbiased, we
really are going to examne it, that is a reasonabl e nethod,
and so that becones the essence of the bill. | nst ead of
licensing the preacher, the teacher through the
certification process, the bill says, we will conmply with
everything. We will provide curriculum We will provide
fire and safety. We will rovi de attendance, but when it
gets to the bottomline, [et's test the product that is
trying to be produced, the student, and see if the system
that is being used is acconplishing that goal, and if it is,
let's let the students go on and attend this school. Let' s
let them be educated in the way that satisfies their
religious beliefs. If it doesn' t, on the other hand, if
this testing devel ops and shows that these students don' t
nmeet or exceed the average of ot her students in Nebraska or
the United St ates, then those students under those
circunstances can be taken out of the school, and the
testing will be on a regular enough basis that we will know
i f any changes need to be nade before we nmake them Now if
you can for just a nmoment in trying to decide this issue set
aside the Reverend Silevens for a monment, set aside the
conflicts, andjust ask yourself, is this a reasonable
solution? And for those who say, well, the |aw has to be
absolute, renmenberyou are dealing with the very basic
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